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Derrida’s “Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the 
Human Sciences” 
Introduction 
• Introduction to Derrida and Post-Structuralism

• Jacques Derrida was a French philosopher best known for developing a form of semiotic 

analysis known as deconstruction. BRIEFLY WHERE IS HE FROM, WHAT ARE HIS WORKS—
ANSWER THE QUESTION HERE ITSELF IN A SENTENCE


• Derrida's work significantly impacted literary theory, philosophy, and linguistics, leading to the 
emergence of post-structuralism. WHAT ARE HIS IDEAS


• Post-structuralism challenges the idea of fixed structures and absolute meanings, suggesting 
that texts can have multiple interpretations.


• "Structure, Sign, and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences" is one of Derrida's 
seminal works that marks the shift from structuralism to post-structuralism.


Summary of the Essay 
• The Concept of Structure

• Derrida begins by discussing the concept of "structurality" and its importance to human 

sciences.

• He critiques the idea of a fixed centre within structures, arguing that this centre limits the play 

of meanings. GIVE EXAMPLES OF STRUCTURES

• The Event and the Rupture

• Derrida identifies a moment of rupture in the history of structure, where the centre is no longer 

seen as fixed. TALK ABOUT HUMANISM AND STRUCTURALISM HERE 

• He suggests that this rupture has led to a new form of thinking where structures are open to 

endless play.

• The Free Play of Signifiers

• In the post-structuralist view, meaning is not fixed but rather a free play of signifiers (words, 

symbols) that can be interpreted in multiple ways.

• This challenges the traditional belief in stable, singular meanings within a text. GIVE 

EXAMPLES OF DECENTRING AND FREEPLAY IN LITERATURE

• The Critique of Metaphysics

• Derrida argues against the metaphysical tradition that seeks absolute origins or ultimate 

meanings. DERRIDA AS AGAINST CHRISTIAN CENTRE, AGAINST EUROCENTRIC 
DISCOURSES


• He suggests that the quest for a single, unchanging truth is impossible because meanings are 
always deferred.


Conclusion 
• Impact on Literary Theory

• Derrida’s essay had a profound impact on literary theory, particularly in the development of 

deconstruction.

• Deconstruction emphasizes the instability of meaning and the complex interplay of elements 

within a text. HOW IS IT DONE? DOUBLE READING, APORIA

• This approach has influenced numerous fields, including literary criticism, cultural studies, and 

philosophy, encouraging scholars to question and reinterpret established norms. 
PSYCHOANALYSIS,FEMINISM, POSTCOLONIALISM, CULTURAL STUDIES


• Derrida’s ideas fostered a more dynamic, fluid understanding of texts, promoting multiple 
interpretations and a deeper engagement with the complexity of meaning.




Jacques Lacan and Mirror Stage 
Introduction 
• Jacques Lacan was a pivotal figure in the field of psychoanalysis, building and expanding upon 

the foundational theories of Freud.

• Born in 1901 in France, Lacan’s work is characterized by its complexity and depth, providing 

profound insights into the human psyche. ADD A FEW MORE DETAILS OF LIFE AND WORK

• Relation to Post-structuralism

• ADD AN INTRO TO POST STRUCTURALIST IDEAS

• Lacan's theories have significantly influenced post-structuralism, a movement that challenges 

the idea of fixed structures and meanings within texts and cultural practices.

• Post-structuralist thought is deeply sceptical of the notion of intrinsic meaning, emphasizing 

instead the fluidity, instability, and multiplicity of interpretations.

• Lacan’s integration of linguistics into psychoanalysis aligns him with post-structuralist thinkers 

who prioritize language, discourse, and the interplay of signifiers.


Key Ideas of Jacques Lacan 
• GIVE BRIEF INTRO TO PSYCHOANALYSIS AND FREUD

• Lacan’s key contributions include the concepts of the Real, the Imaginary, and the Symbolic, 

which he used to describe different orders of human experience

• The Imaginary This realm is associated with images and illusions of the body as a coherent 

entity derived from perceptual and fantasied mental processes. It is the domain of 
identification and the formation of the self-perceived ego.


• The Symbolic This order is governed by language, laws, and social norms. It is within this 
realm that individual identities are shaped through linguistic and cultural structures.


• The Real This is the most elusive order, derivative of our senses and representing what is 
beyond language and symbolization. The Real is is the state of nature from which we have 
forever been separated due to our entry into language.


• The Mirror Stage

• The concept of the Mirror Stage is one of Lacan's most influential ideas, first introduced in his 

1949 essay "The Mirror Stage as Formative of the I Function." 

• The Mirror Stage occurs at the beginning of the Imaginary phase

• In the Mirror Stage, typically occurring between 6 to 18 months of age, an infant first identifies 

their reflected image in a mirror as their own. This recognition marks a crucial moment in the 
development of the self, leading to the formation of the ego.


Definitions 
• Identification

• The mirror stage involves the infant's identification with their image, which represents a 

Gestalt or whole form.

• Misrecognition

• Despite this recognition of the reflected image as ‘self,’ it is actually a misrecognition. The 

image is a coherent representation, concealing the infant's fragmented reality.

• Alienation

• This misrecognition leads to an alienation from the ‘true’ self. The cohesive self-image in the 

mirror is different from the actual, fragmented self-experience.


Impact on Literary Theory 
• Impact on Feminism

• Lacan’s ideas have had a profound impact on feminist theory, particularly in the works of 

theorists such as Julia Kristeva, Luce Irigaray, and Hélène Cixous. These thinkers use 
Lacanian concepts to explore the construction of female identity, the role of language in 
gender formation, and the dynamics of desire and power. The notion of the Symbolic order, 
with its basis in language and law, is especially pertinent in feminist critiques of patriarchy.


• Influence on Literary Theory




• In literary theory, Lacan’s work has paved the way for innovative approaches to textual 
analysis. His theories challenge conventional interpretations by emphasizing the instability of 
meaning and the unconscious dimensions of texts. Lacanian psychoanalysis offers tools to 
decode the underlying desires, conflicts, and structures within literary works, enriching the 
field of literary criticism.


Conclusion 
• Jacques Lacan’s concept of the Mirror Stage has not only advanced the field of psychoanalysis 

but also left a lasting imprint on post-structuralist theory, feminism, and literary studies. By 
highlighting the centrality of language, identity formation, and the unconscious, Lacan offers a 
profound framework for understanding the complexities of human behavior, social structures, 
and cultural texts.


Write essays on any two of the following 
1. Poststructuralism

2. The Linguistic Turn or The Importance of Language in Literary Theory

3. Formalism and the Analysis of Literary Form
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